THE 
BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


Vout. LXI. Traurspay, Octoper 20, 1859. No. 12. 


ON THE USE OF POTASH IN SOME CUTANEOUS DISEASES. 


{Read before the Bosten Society. for Medical Observation, October 3d, 1859, and communicated for the 
Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.) 
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Ir may be seen by the microscope that a drop of a solution of an 
alkali, when in contact with animal tissues, causes their solution 
and disappearanee. The same effect is produced if we apply 
caustic potash to the living skin, the fatty tissues being saponified, 
and the albuminoid principles forming also definite chemical com- 
pounds, which are soluble in the excess of serous fluid poured out 
under the influence of this stimulant. Hence its caustic proper- 
ties, so valuable when portions of living tissue are to be de- 
stroyed, and the knife may not be used. Of potash, however, in 
its dry form, or as Vienna paste, we do not intend to speak, but 
to consider its use in solution, by which the severity of its action 
may be exactly controlled and delicately eraduated, or in the form 
of sapo viridis applied externally in the treatment of certain af- 
fections of the skin. 

The application of the stronger solutions of potash, one part to 
two of water for instance, to the living skin, acts as a proper caus- 
tic, destroying the superficial layers of epidermis, and producing 
an abundant liberation of fluid in which the albuminate of potash 
and soapy matter are found dissolved. The skin, under its ac- 
tion, looks as if its sweat-glands were working vigorously, like the 
forehead on a summer’s day. This same drastic action of many 
of the potash salts on the mucous membrane, explains their cathar- 
tic and diuretic effeet when given internally. The lymph, which 
is poured out over the raw surface, soon hardens and forms a 
thin pellicle like collodion, beneath which granulation goes on, 
protected from the free air. The weaker solutions and the soap 
fortunately do not act vigorously upon the healthy skin, but in a 
most discriminating manner affect the dried and discased tissues. 

Supo viridis, or schmier-scife, plays a most important part in 
the treatment of entaneous diseases in Germany, in hospital and 
private practice. Especially does Hebra, professor in the depart- 
ment of cutaneous diseases in the Vienna School, and who is about 
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to publish a work on their pathology and treatment, which in point 
of magnificence and extent will far surpass any medical work ever 

published, especially does Hebra show its efficacy in many of the 
many cases which make his clinique so celebrated. It is prepared 
by boiling fish or other animal oils with an excess of lye composed 
of caustic potash and the crude carbonate. It varies in color and 
purity, according to the ingredients and mode employed in its 
manufacture, and as found in commeree is often of a dark green 
or black color. The present specimen, obtained of L. Baho, Ger- 
man apothecary, 311 Tremont Street, is a first-rate article, and 
contains no free potash, which secures its even action upon the 
skin, and prevents the excoriations which sometimes follow the 
violent inunction of this remedy when the alkali exists in an 
uncombined state. The best preparations have a bright amber 
or green color, a uniformly soft consistence, and a strong odor 
of potash. Rubbed upon the healthy skin, it produces a slight 
reddening only, but if the friction be continued a long time 
and vigorously pushed, excoriations and various eruptive ap- 
pearances (as miliaria, urticaria and eczema) may present them- 
selves. 

The affections of the skin in which these alkaline preparations 
are most useful, are the following: molluseum contagiosum, or se- 
borrhoea; acne; eczema: scabies; prurigo; psoriasis; pityriasis 
versicolor. When the openings of the sebaceous glands are 
stopped, we very often find a plug of sebum distending the 
duct and mouth, which, acting as a foreign body, produces inflam- 
mation of the gland and surrounding skin. This is followed by 
degeneration of the follicles, and forms the disease called sebor- 
rheea, or strophulus albidus of Willan. These comedones are 
most often met with on the nose, and affect principally persons of 
a gross habit. Not unfrequently many such diseased follicles unite 
to form a single tumor, from which exudes a milky fluid. This is 
the molluscum contagiosum of some writers, and is best treated 
by snipping off its head, pressing out the contents of each sac, and 
applying a solution of potash one part, water two parts. When a 
great number of comedones, or black points, exist on the face or 
elsewhere, a steam-bath should be first taken, and subsequently the 
surface be smeared with the soap or washed with a solution of 
potash in glycerine. In this way the sebaceous matter is removed, 
and the skin may, by the after use of a wash of ether, alcohol and 
sulphur, be restored to its natural state. 

Acne disseminata, which is an inflammation of the hair follicles, 
is generally caused by the formation of comedones, which, if not 
emptied, produce suppuration, and subsequent sears. The treat- 
ment must, therefore, be first directed to the removal of the come- 
dones, which i is best done by a wash of one part of potash to eight 
parts of water, or by use ‘of the soap. Afterward, the sulphur 
lotion above mentioned may be used over night, snd washed off 
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the following morning with the potash solution. When the erup- 
tion is extensive, we may rub in this soap, and leave it as a fomen- 
tation two or three days. When by this means the epidermis has 
been removed, the sulphur preparation should be applied. 

Against prurigo, which is an incurable disease, returning always 
in the same individual, though often driven away by treatment, 
external applications are our only offensive weapons, and among 
these schmier-seife is perhaps the most reliable. It should be rubbed 
into the afiected portions of the skin the first three days of the 
week twice daily, and be allowed to remain in contact, without 
washing away, the remaining four. This method, in connection on 
alternate weeks with daily morning dressings of cold water and 
cold baths, if continued for months will be found by far the most 
effectual in banishing this distressing disorder. 

In psoriasis, also, either this same mode of treatment is adopted by 
Hebra, or the use of the soap combined with applications of some 
form of tar, and with most excellent results. The internal admi- 
nistration of arsenic or cantharides he considers of questionable 
advantage. 

It is in the treatment of eczema, however, in its varied forms, 
that the curative effect of applications of potash is most marked, 
and the mode of their employment is very simple. Of these, the 
following solutions are those generally used in the Vienna Klinik, 
which has done so much to simplify the treatment and classifica- 
tion of cutaneous diseases. 

No. 1. Potassa pura 3i., aqua Oi., as bath or fomentation. 

No. 2. Potassa pura 5i., aqua 3 ss., for circumscribed patches. 

No. 5. Potassa pura 3i., aqua 3 ij., a caustic application. 

In addition, potash in the form of schmier-seife and spiritus sa- 
ponatus. Selection from these is made according to the extent 
and nature of the case. The two forms of eczema rubrum and 
eczema squamosum, into which the primary and acute stages gene- 
rally run, are those which present themselves after the removal of 
the crusts, which is the first step in the treatment. This is easily 
effected by the application of warm oil and spiritus saponatus. 
We then for the first time can ascertain the condition of the skin, 
which is the seat of the disease. If the cutis is much thickened 
by exudation, as we find by lifting a fold, the severer remedies 
must be chosen. The excessive vascularity and enlargement of 
the capillaries, which cause the redness, heat, swelling and large 
effusion in eczema rubrum, must first be overcome by the constant 
application of cold water, either in form of fomentation or douche. 
Then solution No. 2 should be applied once or twice, by means of 
a hair pencil, or the soap be substituted thrice a day; using 
at the same time cold water to heal the excoriation they may per- 
chance cause. Eczema on the face must often be treated by the 
caustic solution No. 3, quenching the subsequent reaction by cold 
water. Scars never follow its use. If the disease affect the 

Vou. Lx1.—12* 


| 
i 
i 
2 
‘ 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 


232 The Use of Potash in Cutaneous Diseases. 


whole surface of the limbs or body, it may be treated by saturat- 
ing flannels with schmier-scife and applying them, covered with 
gutta percha cloth, to the patches. These should be removed 
twice daily for the first few days, after which they may be suffered 
to remain in contact for three or four days. This plan is to be 
continued till cure results, unless excoriations show themselves, in 
which ease the cold water applications must resumed. In the dry, 
sealy form, eezema squamoswn, preparations of tar are used with 
ereat benefit in most cases to hasten the desired end, and among 
these are the oleum eadini, or oil of eade, and the oleum fagi, 
which is the Russian tanning oil. These should be applied diluted 
with aleohol, and laid on very thin, for on the skin of some per- 
sons they may of themselves excite an eczema. Tar, when ap- 
plied to the whole surface of the body, often causes strange symp- 
toms, as vomiting of black matter, black urine and black diarrhea ; 
these secretions containing tar unchanged. Relapses may, it is true, 
follow this treatment, as they do any other, but it prevents the re- 
currence of the disease as effeetually,and works more rapidly, than 
all others. Chronic eezema of the scalp, for instance, which so 
often baffles the empirical attempts ef a physician for months, may 
in this manner be cured in as many days, and this without the aid 
of internal medicine. 

There is a saying, common in Germany, that the schmier-seife is 
for the itch what the comb is for the louse ; and all over its densely- 
populated soil, where the system of crowded barracks and wan- 
dering journeymen makes seabies as common among the lower 
classes as it once was here, this is the remedy used in its treat- 
ment. both in hospital and household. Upon its ready action are 
based the many quick cures, which boast to kill the disease in 
three or four hours. These methods, however, are not advisable, 
for often relapses follow, and eezema and excoriations are pro- 
duced, which are far more difficult to heal than the original dis- 

vase. The well-known plan adopted by Hebra is the following. 
The patient takes a warm bath, rubs thoroughly every part affect- 
ed with a coarse flannel cloth saturated with schmier-seife, and, 
after washing off, smears the same parts with one of the follow- 
ing Oilntments or tinctures. This process is to be repeated every 
evening till itching ceases. Three baths are all that are generally 
allowed, else the skin becomes too much macerated and easily in- 
flamed. Four days are usually suflicient to cure very bad cases 
even, and the circumseribed ravages of the animal may be stopped 
at once. The cezema, papules and pustules, which the parasites 
indirectly cause, are often not so easily dealt with, and require an 
after-treatment of their own. The following is the “ Vienna 
Salve’: Sapo virid., axungia, cach 3 parts; flor. sulph., pix liquida, 
each 1} parts; ereta alb., ] part. M. Hebra’s own ointment is 
of similar composition :—F lowers of sulphur, oil of beech or of 
eade, each 3vi.; schmicr-seife, fat, each 3xvi. M. Chalk is 
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added when necessary, to remove the epithelium more rapidly, as 
with soldiers or the great unwashed. In cases where fat cannot 
be used, he recommends the substitution of alcohol in tlie same 
amount. Hither of these preparations may be used in connection 
with the soap, and the result of such treatment will be fully satis- 
factory to every one who may try it. The alkaline soap, when 
applied to a burrow, produces at once an exudation into the same, 
which causes its immediate recognition. Its later effects are to 
dissolve the epithelium, and allow the sulphur to work directly 
upon the animals. The tar, or beech and juniper oils, are added 
to prevent the generation of excoriation or eczema by the excess 
of alkali and friction. 

Whatever may be said about the etiology of other cutaneous 
diseases in which vegetable parasites are detected, it is positively 
certain that pityriasis versicolor is caused by the fungus called mi- 
erosporon furfur. This is no place to go into any description of 
the disease, or to state how it differs from chloasmata, with which 
it is often confounded. No two diseases, however, are more dis- 
tinct. The intolerable itching which betrays the presence of the 
fungus, will cease at the death of the plant, which is easily caused 
ina short time by daily inunction with schmier-seife. Its effect 
upon the patches is wonderful. 

It has been my object thus to show how valuable and general a 
remedy we have in this soap, and to endeavor to introduce it to 


the profession as an instrument both cheap and cleanly, and of 
sure promise, certainly a long-looked-for desideratum in this class 
of diseases. 


RESEARCHES UPON THE ERECTILE ORGANS OF THE FEMALE, 
AND UPON THE TUBO-OVARIAN MUSCULAR APPARATUS, IN 
THEIR RELATIONS TO OVULATION AND MENSTRUATION, 


BY DR. CHARLES ROUGET, ADJUNCT PROFESSOR IN THE FACULTY OF 
MEDICINE AT PARIS. 


{Translated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, by Wittiam Recp, M.D.] 


Tue organs of copulation in both sexes of the mammalia, under 
certain conditions, present changes of form, of size, and sometimes 
of position, owing to the distension, by the blood, of vascular ca- 
nals which are usually empty or only partially filled. The organs 
which are the seat of this singular phenomenon are characterized 
by a structure apparently peculiar to them,aud the existence of eree- 
tile apparatus is the anatomical condition essential for the manifes- 
tation of erection. These propositions, to a certain extent admit- 
ted, are nevertheless necessary; to define the exact condition of our 
knowledge upon the subject of these researches. In reality, eree- 
tion, turgescence, and sanguineous congestion, are terms which the 
majority of physiologists use indiscriminately, cach for the other, 
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unmindful that while all portions of the circulatory system can be- 
come congested, those only which have the peculiar anatomical 
structure of the corpus spongiosum or cavernosum, can go on to 
erection. It is in this way that they usually explain certain move- 
ments of the Fallopian tube, by the turgescence or erection of this 
organ, in which for good reasons the existence of vascular erectile 
formations has never been demonstrated. On the other hand, 
anatomists, of undoubted ability moreover, forgetting that erectile 
corpora cavernosa are not exclusively formed by a union of larger 
or smaller veins, numerous and frequently anastomosing, have de- 
scribed or pointed out as erectile organs, vascular tissues in which 
they could demonstrate nothing except venous plexuses more or 
less perfect. 

The work of Kobelt, otherwise admirable in its details, is mar- 
red as to its completeness by a capital defect which I mention 
here. He attaches but little importance to the particular disposi- 
tion of the terminal branches of the arteries of the corpus caver- 
nosum, and makes no mention at all of the muscular texture of the 
trabecules,* of the corpus cavernosum and spongiosum; so that in 
his estimation the organs of copulation are nothing else than ve- 
nous plexuses, covered at the glans by a mucous membrane endow- 
ed with peculiar sensibility, and overlaid at the bulb and the roots 
of the corpora cavernosa, by constrictor muscles which play the 
role of accessory venous hearts (ceur genital). Moreover he 
does not hesitate, on the sole ground of the fulness of the venous 
plexuses of the vagina and the uterus, to admit that the vagina is eree- 
tile, and that the erection can extend to the uterine venous sinuses, 
and perhaps still farther even. If these assertions approximate 
the truth in some respects, they are far from it in many others; 
moreover, not being grounded upon experiment or exact anatomi- 
cal demonstration, they constitute nothing but a happy hypothesis. 

Tn another work ( Recherches sur le type des Organes Genitauc, 
etc. Theses de Paris, 1858), taking as an illustration the corpus 
spongiosum of the urethra, and the bulbs of the vestibule, I have 
undertaken to establish the fact that there is no special erectile 
tissue, but only erectile organs and apparatus, and that for the 
same reason that the corpus spongiosum of the urethra is nothing 
more than the muscular tunic of that canal, distorted to a degree 
by the extraordinary development of its vessels; for the same 
reason, also, no organ is erectile, in reality, except a muscular or- 
gan in which the blood conveyed to it by the arteries can be tem- 
porarily retained in the capillaries or veins transformed into ca- 
vernous sinuses or retiform plexuses. In some mammilers we 
see crectile formations partially developed in certain parts of the 


* Trabecule ; a term used to denominate the processes or fleshy parts of the corpora caverno- 
sa or corpus spongiosum which surround the areolar spaces. 

+ The framework of the corpora cavernosa of the penis and the clitoris is, moreover, essentially 
muscular, and is nothing but an appendage to the muscular envelope of the sexual canal. 
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muscular envelopes of the genital organs, whilst in others they are 
wanting, or are atrophied; in the rabbit, for instance, where the 
apparatus for copulation is formed so exactly upon the same type 
in both sexes, the glans is represented by certain convoluted 
vessels only, which spring from the anterior extremity of the cor- 
pora cavernosa; at the same time, the bulb of the urethra and 
the bulb of the vestibule, the genital heart of Kobelt, are com- 
pletely wanting: but as a compensation, the corpus spongiosum is 
prolonged, without any line of demarcation, into the muscular tu- 
nic of the pelvic portion of the urethra, and expands about the 
neck of the bladder and the prostatic portion, in a kind of annular 
enlargement; moreover, in the female, the bulbs of the vestibule 
are replaced by a general erectile development of the vessels of 
the muscular tunic of the vestibule, and those of the muscular tu- 
nic of the vagina, as far even as the point where the neck and 
the lower part of the bladder are reflected toward its anterior 
wall. Do we not see in the Gallinacex, folds of skin, abounding 
in muscular fibres, like the skin of the scrotum, become erectile 
organs from the sole fact of the great enlargement and develop- 
ment of the capillaries of the surface? Finally, do we not observe 
the capillaries and veins of the anal portion of the rectum, under 
morbid conditions, dilate into cavernous sinuses, develope into 
well formed plexuses, and become a pathological erectile forma- 
tion in the muscular coat of the intestine? In all these cases there 
is no occasion to seck the immediate cause of the erection else- 
where than in the contraction of the muscular fibres, which are 
the first elements and the foundation of an erectile organ.* Among 
the theories based upon most positive data, there are two which 
set forth, as the cause of the phenomena, a momentary increase of 
the capacity of these reservoirs. Valentin assigns to the muscu- 
lar trabecules of the corpus spongiosum, the function of expanding, 
by their contraction, the parietes of these areolar spaces and al- 
lowing them by that to admit a greater quantity of blood into 
their cavity; but there is nothing in the anatomical arrangement 
of the parts which justifies this explanation. The whole corpus 
eavernosum should be considered as a simple fibrous tube, the in- 
terior of which is traversed by muscular cords stretched from one 
side to the other; and there is ineontestible evidence that the 
effect of the contraction of these muscular cords cannot be other 
than to draw together, and not to separate from cach other, the 
walls of the tube. Moreover, Kolliker, who in like manner ac- 
cepts the dilatation of the areolar spaces of the corpora caverno- 
sa as the prime cause of erection, attributes this dilatation, not 
to the contraction of the trabecules, but on the contrary to their 
momentary paralysis. I confess that this opinion appears to me 
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* To explain erection by a congestion, a spontaneous turgescence of the vessels, is to advance : 
one of those senseless hypotheses which never satisfy any body. —-V. Burdach, Physiol 150. 
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penis, the muscular framework of that organ is in a state of con- 
traction, of permanent activity, and that it will become, on the 
contrary, passive at the moment when the functional activity mani- 
fests itself. This opinion is in plain contradiction with our ob- 
servation of pathological facts, which show that in the diseases of 
the lumbar spinal marrow, accompanied with paralysis of the pel- 
vic organs, the bladder, the rectum, &e., erection, far from becom- 
ing more frequent and even permanent, according to the rigorous 
coustruction of the theory of Kolliker, is one of the first functions 
abolished. Finally, when the muscular trabecules are really con- 
tracted, whether under the influence of electricity, or, as it is so 
easy to observe upon the living, under the influence of cold, the 
remarkable diminution of the volume of the penis is accompanied 
by a rigidity altogether peculiar and different from its state of re- 
pose and flaceidity. 

After death, it is not possible to produce artificial erection un- 
der a pressure equal to or even greater than the tension of the 
blood in the vessels, unless we oppose some obstacle, although 
only partial, to the free return of the liquid by the veins. 


{To be continued.] 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS OF THE BOSTON SOCIETY FOR MEDICAL 
IMPROVEMENT. BY F. E. OLIVER, M.D., SECRETARY. 

June 13th.—Piece of Wood extracted from the Groin. Dr. ILopees 
showed a piece of spruce pine wood, about three inches long, which 
he had extracted from the groin of a lad. It was lodged about an 
inch above, and parallel to, Poupart’s ligament, where it had remained 
five weeks, without producing suppuration or inflammation, nor had it 
interfered with the boy’s playing, or attracted his mother’s attention, 
until a little redness and tenderness over the end of the splinter occur- 
ring, he told her of the circumstance of its being accidentally forced 
into the skin, and it was removed. 

Avevst 8th.—Suppored Pulmonary Congestion. Dr. Mixort reported 
the following case, which he considered interesting on account of the 
obscurity of the diagnosis, the violence of the symptoms, and the 
rapidity of the recovery of the patient. The patient was a large and 
robust man aged 40, whose occupation caused him to take much exer- 
cise in the open air. He had formerly been employed in sailing a 
yacht. IlLis habits were temperate. He had had several attacks like 
the present. On the 2d of August he attended a public festival at 
Plymouth, and returned to Boston in the evening in a sail-boat. The 
night was not cold, and he was well wrapped up. Ile reached home 
after midnight, and was soon after attacked with a chill, followed by 
severe pain in the right side, dyspnoea, nausea, and some vomiting. 
He was unable to lie down, and had a very distressed night. When 
seen by Dr. Minot, the next morning, he was suffering from acute 
pain in the right side, inability to lie down, or to take a full breath, 
aud nausea. The pulse was 96 in the minute. There was some cough, 
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and expectoration, the character of which could not be ascertained. 
There was no dulness on percussion over the right back or side, and 
the respiratory murmur in the same parts, though rather faint, was 
perfectly audible. There were no rales. Ile was very anxious to be 
bled, which treatment had always relieved him before, under similar 
circumstances, his attacks having been considered pleurisy. About 
twelve ounces of blood were taken from the left arm, when the patient 
became faint. The pain was very much relieved, at once, and he was 
able to lie down. It should be stated, however, that before the vein 
was opened, he said he felt some relief. A cathartic of calomel and 
jalap was ordered. 

When seen, four hours afterward, the pain and difficulty of breath- 
ing were almost entirely gone, he had frequent cough, and had expec- 
torated about an ounce of somewhat viscid mucus, of an uniform 
chocolate color. Ile was lying down, in bed; pulse 96; percussion- 
sound similar in both backs; respiratory murmur coarse, with rather 
large crepitant rale, and occasional sonorous rale in the lower part of 
the right back, but no bronchial respiration ; there was also some so- 
norous rale in the left back. He had a comfortable day and night. 
The next morning, his cough had much diminished, the expectoration 
was almost gone, his strength improved, and he had some appetite. The 
only physical sign noticed was an occasional slight sonorous rale in 
the right back. He insisted on going out, and in the course of the 
day he took a drive in an open wagon. He has continued well since. 

The physical signs showed that this was not a case of pleurisy ; the 
absence of fine crepitation, and the character of the sputa, proved 
there was no pneumonia, though some might consider it the incipient 
stage of that affection. Pulmonary apoplexy is a grave disease, which 
would hardly yield so readily to treatment, or recover so rapidly with- 
out it; nor was any pure blood expectorated. A congestion, limited 
to a small portion of the right lung, seemed to Dr. Minot the most 
plausible explanation of the symptoms and of their speedy relief after 
bleeding, but even this state could hardly be accounted for by the pre- 
vious circumstances. Unfortunately, the heart was not examined, but 
there was no reason to suspect any disease of that organ. 

Serr. 12th.—Moustrosity.—Dr. Jackson showed a very fine cast of 
the subject, colored after nature, and also the prepared cranium and 
extremities. It was sent to Dr. D. HL. Storer by Dr. N. C. Parker, of 
Farmington, N. IL., with the following history. The mother was a 
married woman, and but 17 years of age; took pills to procure abor- 
tion about the fourth month of pregnancy : duration of labor less than 
three hours: head presented: quantity of liquor amnii very large ; 
length of funis about fonr inches: placenta not remarkable: child 
gasped a few times after it was born, The period of pregnancy at 
which labor occurred is not stated by Dr. P., but an idea may be had 
of it from the fact that the weight of the foetus was two pounds two 
and a half ounces (avoirdupois), and the length, from the vertex to 
the coceyx, ten inches. 

The face presented a most unusual appearance. The eyes were 
far apart, and staringly open from what may be called a strongly- 
marked ectropium: which last seemed to be owing to a want of de- 
velopment of the lower lids. Otherwise, the eyes appeared to be 
natural, as were the upper lids. The upper jaw was so acutely pro- 
minent as to suggest the idea of the beak of a bird. The lower jaw 
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was retreating, and exceedingly movable. The tragus was the only 
representative of the external ear. 

The trunk was well formed, but the extremities were very deficient. 
The arms were fully developed, but the hands were directly connected 
with them, at a right angle or less; on the right side there were three 
fingers, of which two were fused: and on the left, a thumb and two 
fingers. The thighs, as well as the arms, were fully developed: and 
the legs, which were quite short, were strongly flexed upon them. 
The right foot had a truncated appearance: the anterior extremity 
being flaccid, like a scrotum, and without toes: heel well formed. 
The left foot was 12 inches long, and affected with valgus ; great toe 
well developed, but no other existed. 

On dissection, the scapulew are seen to be narrow and imperfectly 
developed. Each humerus is 24 inches in length. The bones of the 
forearm are entirely wanting, and the hands are connected by cellular 
tissue with the arms. Upon the right hand, one of the fingers con- 
sists simply of a terminal phalanx ; and upon the left, a terminal pha- 
lanx is connected laterally with that of the thumb, as in one of the 
specimens from the Dorking fowl, in the Society’s Cabinet. The thigh 
bones are three inches long. Right tibia } of an inch long; and, as 
well as the fibula, very broad, irregularly developed, and apparently 
quite cartilaginous. The foot consists of a single, broad, irregularly- 
formed cartilage ; excepting quite a small second piece at the anterior 
extremity. The left tibia is 14 inches in length, well ossified, quite 
broad and misshapen, and has upon its inner edge a conical projection, 
which was quite marked before the dissection. The lower third of 
the fibula only exists, and this consists of a broad, thick cartilage. 
The tarsus consists of a single cartilage ; the great toe is perfectly 
well developed, and by the side of it is a second metacarpal, but no- 
thing more. 

The internal organs were well formed, excepting the heart, in which 
there was found an interventricular opening, and an occlusion of the 
pulmonary artery at its origin: the trunk of this last being small, 
though the branches were of medium size. The testicles were at the 
brim of the pelvis; and the large intestine was filled with meconium. 

The cranium is very unusually malformed. A mass of bone, of some 
size, is situated over the auditory meatus, and upon each side ; these 
may perhaps be the malar bones, misplaced, atrophied and fused 
with the temporals, and, if they are net, there is no trace of the ma- 
lars. The intermaxillaries are very prominent, and show two largely- 
developed cavities upon each side for the incisors; but, though the 
nasal processes are also largely developed, there does not exist, at the 
most, more than a trace of the maxillaries. The orbital cavities, of 
course, are quite open inferiorly ; and the nasal cavities had no com- 
munication with the mouth. The palatine bones seem to be wanting ; 
and the vomer forms a conspicuous object. The body and small wings 
of the sphenoid are fully, and, so far as can be seen, regularly deve- 
loped ; but the large wings are irregular, and fused with the tempo- 
rals. These last are also irregularly developed; and of the zygoma 
there is hardly a trace. In the recent state there were two large car- 
tilages in the place of the nasal bones: they resembled them in form, 
though very much larger. The lower jaw is divided upon the median 
line, as usual; and each half is again formed of two entirely distinct 
pieces, the division being rather nearer to the anterior median line than 


{ 
| 
4 
4 
i ‘ 
4 
| 
: 
i” 
| 
i 


Gravid Uterus—Acephalous Fetus. 239 


to the articulation. The occiput and the vault of the cranium are 
well formed. 

Dr. J. remarked that several points in this case were entirely new 
to him. 

Serr. 12th.—Gravid Uterus; probable effects upon Placenta of At- 
fempt to procure Abortion. Dr. Jackson reported the case, which he 
had lately examined. An unmarried girl, 19 years of age, menstruat- 
ed for the last time Nov. 7th, and died on the 9th of July. For 
the last six weeks she had been at the house in which she died, and 
for a week previously in the house of a noted female abortionist. 
Death occurred on Monday, and she had also been with the abortionist 
through the previous Saturday. During Sunday night she first felt 
sick, and complained of a feeling of faintness. On Monday morning, 
she said that she could not see ; about 10, A.M., she had a convulsicn, 
became comatose, and in about an hour died. 

On examination, 29 hours after death, the child was felt very dis- 
tinctly through the pariectes of the abdomen. Uterus inclined and 
rather twisted toward the right side; measured, in a straight line, as 
it lay upon the table, and before being cut open, 12 inches in length, 
84 inches in width, and 44 inches in thickness. The cervix, as shown 
by the arbor vite, which was sufficiently distinct, measured 14 inches 
in length, after the uterus was cut open and the ovum had been removed. 
This last point Dr. J. regarded as one of the most interesting in the case, 
in connection with the probable period of pregnancy. The decidua 
vera, which adhered to, but was readily enough separated from, the 
membranes, was smooth upon the feetal, and rough upon the uterine 
surface ; this membrane, Dr. J. is inclined to think, is often misunder- 
stood in the examination of the ovum during the latter months of 
pregnancy. Amnion and chorion exceedingly thin and transparent. 
The child was a plump female, and weighed 6} pounds. Corpus lute- 
um in the right ovary. Symphysis pubis not relaxed. 

The placenta was situated high up in the uterus, posteriorly and a 
little toward the right side. Besides a considerable amount of recent- 
ly effused blood, of which a part was coagulated, there was a cavity 
1§ or 2 inches in diameter, that contained thick but quite liquid blood, 
and which looked almost recent, though its inner surface was smooth. 
A second cavity, or rather the remains of one, was also found in the 
substance of the placenta; the sides were considerably thin, deli- 
cately adherent, and there was the brownish discoloration that charac- 
terizes an old cerebral apoplexy ; there was no trace of this color in 
the other cavity. Otherwise the placenta was well. 

The vagina was very capacious and extensible, as usual during the 
last months of pregnancy; but no appearances were found which 
tended to show that instruments had been used with a view to 
abortion. 

Serr. 12th.—Case of an Acephalous Foetus which lived about thirty-six 
hours. Dr. Jackson exhibited a cast of the upper half of the body, 
colored after nature; and gave the following account of the case, 
which he had received from Dr. Watter M. Watsu, in whose practice 
it occurred. 

The mother is an Italian woman, and the father a Frenchman. Had 
previously had three other children, and all were well-formed. When 
about three or four months pregnant, the mother had, without any es- 
pecial cause, profuse uterine hemorrhage, with much abdominal pain, 
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for about ten days. Labor somewhat premature, and terminated in 
about six hours; quantity of liquor amnii large: head presented. 

The circumstances that occurred after the birth of the child, consti- 
tute the peculiarity of the case. IJlaving been born about 11, P.M., 
on a Tuesday evening, last June, it lived until Thursday, about 104, 
A.M. About an hour after its birth, milk and water was given to it 
from a spoon, and it continued to take it until 5, P.M., on the follow- 
ing day; it swallowed well, and the whole amount taken was about 
two ounces. The mother refused to allow it to be put to the breast, 
but it sucked the finger, when put into the mouth, until Wednesday 
forenoon, Feeces and urine were passed. The warmth was sufficient, 
and the pulse distinct. 

Convulsions began to occur about 6, P.M., on Wednesday, and 
continued until death. These consisted of a general stiffening, coming 
on about every fifteen minutes, and induced at any time by handling 
the child, and especially by touching the tumor upon the head. For 
the last four hours, however, the tumor could be touched with impu- 
nity, but convulsions were brought on particularly by pressure upon 
the cervical region. 

The weight of the foetus was 7 Ibs., and the length 20 inches. Ex- 
ternally it was well formed, excepting the head; and internally, ex- 
cepting the renal capsules, which were very small, as usual in this 
kind of monstrosity. The vault of the skull being wanting, there 
rested upon its base a tumor which was very much larger than Dr. J. 
has ever before met with in similar cases; the form was essentially 
that of a flattened sphere with lobulated edges, the measurements be- 
ing, after death, about 2 by 24 inches, and the thickness about 1 inch. 
During life, and when the tumor was filled with blood, it was of course 
still larger. The deep-red and purplish color of the tumor, with the 
extension of the cuticle over the greater part of it, has been most ad- 
mirably represented by the artist, in contrast with the natural color 
of the surrounding integument. On dissection, the tumor was found 
to consist, as usual in such cases, of a coarse, and more or less dense, 
fibro-cellular and vascular tissue, with some small serous cysts, which 
seem to represent the arachnoid cavity. No trace of brain was disco- 
vered, but upon the base of the skull some appearances of the nerves 
were found. 

In the cranium, which was also shown, the parietal bones are en- 
tirely wanting: the posterior portion of the occiput is continued across, 
from side to side, and in a single piece, but with some appearance of 
a division upon the median line. 

Serr. 12th.—TZetanus. Dr. Towxsexp reported the case. The pa- 
tient was a man 21 years of age, of good physical development, was 
addicted to wine and women, and entered the Ilospital Sept. 10th. 
Two weeks previously, while intoxicated, he fell, and struck his nose 
on the ground, causing some abrasion of the skin over the right nasal 
bone. ‘There was no other injury anywhere. The first symptoms oc- 
curred five days before his entrance, and nine days after the accident, 
and consisted of dizziness, with involuntary laughter. Then followed 
inabilty to open the mouth wide, and some difficulty of deglutition. 
The muscles of the head and neck next became rigid. On the follow- 
ing day he had opisthotonos, and spasms of a violent character, ex- 
tending to the muscles of the trunk and lower extremities. He was 
in the same condition when he entered the Hospital. The intellect 


{ 
| 
3 
H 
| 
‘ ¥ 
4 


Cystic Sarcocele of the Testis. 241 


Was unimpaired, the pulse 150 per minute, strong and full. There 
was well-marked risus sardonicus, opisthotonos, and intermittent spas- 
modic action of the voluntary muscles. He got an enema of turpen- 
tine and croton oil, with very little effect, and, afterward, ten drops of 
Fowler’s solution, with twenty of laundanum, and half an ounce of 
brandy. The patient became more quiet, and there were longer inter- 
vals between the spasms. He got some sleep, and the deglutition 
was easier. Ile had retention of urine. A liniment of ammonia to 
the back seemed to give relief. Te sank suddenly, and died Septem- 
ber 12th. On postmortem examination, no lesion was discovered. 

Sepr. 12th.—Cystic Sarcocele of Testis. Dr. Townsenn exhibited a 
specimen of this disease, which he had removed from a patient 22 
years of age, by occupation a farmer, accustomed to an active out-of- 
door life. He had always been healthy, and was temperate in his 
habits. Two years since, from no known cause, the right testis began 
to enlarge. During the first year the growth was slow, but afterward 
it was more rapid. It was painless. On his entrance into the Hospi- 
tal, the testis was of the size of a small cocoa-nut, elongated, and 
longest at the base. It was hard, heavy, and not at all painful. 
There was considerable enlargement of the cord. At the lower part 
there was transparency, and the exploring needle being introduced, 
serum followed. A trocar was afterward thrust in, in two places, 
but only a little gelatinous fluid issued, mixed with blood. The scro- 
tum being then opened, the testicle was removed. The upper part of 
the organ presented the vascular, pulpy consistence of enchondroma ; 
the lower part was composed of cysts, which having been punctured 
by the trocar, had given issue to the fluid. The patient was dis- 
charged, well, Sept. 5th. 

Serr. 12th.—IJnsanity; Tumor of Abdomen ; Hemorrhage from the 
Bowels ; Recovery. Dr. Trier related the case of a man aged 38, a 
farmer, who entered the McLean Asylum, for melancholia, last June. 
He remained without much change for about three weeks, when, after 
complaining of costiveness, he had discharges of blood from the bow- 
els. There was a good deal of rigidity of the abdominal parietes, but 
a tumor could be distinctly felt, occupying the middle of the belly. 
Purgatives were given, but only a few scybala were discharged, and 
the tumor remained the same. In August, he had a discharge of 
blood, which filled a chamber-vessel, and which in an hour was follow- 
ed by another, equally copious; he became very faint, and almost 
pulseless, but rallied after taking stimulants. Ile then had a number 
of very feetid evacuations, after which the discharges became natural. 
The depression gradually left him, the tumor disappeared, and he was 
discharged well. The amount of blood Jost was found by measure- 
ment to be six quarts. At the time of his discharge there was the 
slightest possible feeling of a tumor in the left iliac region. There 
seemed to be no connection between the hemorrhage and the recovery 
of the patient from his insanity, beyond what might be expected from 
the mental occupation which his physical disease afforded him. The 
origin and nature of the tumor were very obscure, and Dr. Tyler was 
unable to account for it satisfactorily. 

Seer. 26th.—Diseased Tibia. Dr. Tloners showed a tibia, found 
amongst some old bones, and therefore without a history. It was re- 
markable for an uniform enlargement of the whole circumference at 
its lower third, which, tapering off for about one inch from its maxi- 
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mum point, was lost above and below in the healthy shaft of the bone. 
Although somewhat resembling chronic ostitis, as seen in syphilitic 
nodes, the comparatively smooth surface, and its implication of the 
whole shaft, seemed at variance with such a supposition. It also ap- 
peared hardly possible for its perfectly regular outline to be the per- 
sistent callus of an old fracture, and of one whick could only have 
been as exactly transverse as if made artificially. Sawed longitudi- 
nally, the enlarged portion was seen to consist of the dense structure 
of the shaft, whose walls could be traced continuously, though wiih 
a slight bend, through it. The medullary canal, filled here with a 
denser cancellated tissue than elsewhere, was not, however, obliterated. 

Serr. 26th.—Librous Tumor of the Uterus, apparently ia process of 
Separation from thal Organ. Death from general malignant Disease. 
The specimen was shown, and the case reported by Dr. C. D, Tlomans. 

The patient from whom this specimen was taken, was a widow, 59 
years old, who had never borne children. ‘twenty years before her 
death, on occasion of an illness attended with pain in the lower part 
of the abdomen, a tumor was discovered by her physician in the hy- 
pogastrium, which, she was assured by him, would probably never 
cause her any trouble. This tumor was never painfu! nor tender, and 
disappeared as she became more corpulent. 

About three years before her death, a hard bunch was found in her 
right breast, which gradually increased in size, and involved the whole 
gland, so that it was removed by operation, in May, 1857. The wound 
healed by first intention, and she was well until about six months 
since, when the disease again appeared in the cicatrix. Jer right 
hand and arm became cedematous, as were also the leg and foot of the 
same side. She also sutiered much from sciatica in the right lower 
extremity. 

She entered the Channing Home, July 20th, 1859. She was then 
considerably emaciated, and suffering much from pain in the course of 
the right sciatic nerve. There was a tumor, about the size of a hen’s 
egg, in the cicatrix on the right side of the chest, with several smaller 
ones about it: none were ulcerated. The glands in right axilla were 
very much enlarged. To the left of, and below the umbilicus, could 
be felt a tumor, hard, not tender nor painful, slightly movable, with a 
well defined upper edge, perhaps the size of the feetal head. 

She gained somewhat after her entrance into the Ilome. Her appe- 
tite improved, though she was obliged to take a pretty large dose of 
opium, at least once every day. ‘Toward the first of September she 
began to sink, complaining of general uneasiness. For a week before 
her death she vomited every thing swallowed, and at times threw up 
a dark-colored fluid resembling cotlee-grounds. There was no cough, 
nor marked difficulty of respiration. She died Sept. 12th, and an au- 
topsy was made the same day. 

Cancerous masses were found studding the costal pleura on each 
side, and the pleural cavity contained a considerable quantity of bloody 
serum. This malignant deposit was also found all over the pleural 
surface of each lung, in masses varying in size from that of a pea to 
that of a chestnut. Internally, the lungs contained similar masses, 
somewhat larger. Upon the outside of the left ventricle of the heart 
were several minute deposits of a light-gray color, none larger than a 
buckshot. The peritoneum was affected as the pleura, but not to so 
great an extent. The liver contained several masses, of large size, 
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and with the peculiar cicatrized appearance, so often noticed in this 
organ. The kidneys and spleen each contained a few small cancerous 
masses about the size of a small shot. The supra-renal capsules were 
similarly affected to a remarkable degree. The glands were generally 
enlarged, and apparently the seat of the same disease. 

Connected with the uterus were several fibrous tumors of different 
sizes. One, as large as a cocoa-nut, was united to the organ merely 
‘vy three or four fibrous shreds, none more than half an inch wide, and 
seemed to be in process of separation. Its outer covering was quite 
firm, and in some places the seat of a calcareous deposit. It was 
somewhat to the left of the median line of the abdomen, and connect- 
ed to the intestines and neighboring parts by firm old adhesions. The 
ovaries were normal. 


Bibliographical Notices. 


On the Organs of Vision; thetr Anatomy and Physiology. By Tomas 
F.R.C.8S.E. London: John Churchill. 1858. 8vo. 
Pp. 373. 

Tuts work was written to supply a want which has always existed. 
The author ‘has felt there is no work to which the student could re- 
fer for that explanation of the ideas obtained by sight, and its relation 
to intellectual man; of the nature and elementary laws of light; of 
some of the more common optical instruments, which in their struc- 
ture are analogous with the eye ; of the more interesting and important 
of the phenomena of vision ; as well as of the descriptive and minute 
anatomy of the organ, with all of which, if he is to be an intelligent 
and successful practitioner, he ought to be acquainted.”?” Mr. Nun- 
neley has bestowed a vast amount of labor upon the work, more than 
could be estimated by one unaccustomed to the investigations which 
the subject requires. Ile has examined many hundreds of eyes, both 
human and of animals, and that not merely with the unaided vision, 
but he has spent long hours in laborious microscopic investigation. 

The work is divided into seven chapters. The first two are devoted 
to a description of the different senses, and particularly that of vision. 
Chapter I11. treats of Light, and such of its laws as are immediately 
applicable to vision. Chapter 1V. is devoted to the structure of the 
human eye and its appendages. Chapters V. and VI. relate to the 
eyes of animals, both extant and fossil. The last chapter treats of the 
physiology of vision, and some of the phenomena connected with it. 
It will thus be seen that the work comprises a most extensive research 
into everything connected with the physiology of vision. No one 
can read it without being struck with the industry and fidelity of the 
author, and the profession is deeply indebted to him for a most valua- 
ble addition to our knowledge on a subject so little understood, and 
upon which so little has hitherto been written, 

The seven plates which are containad in this work are executed in 
the highest style of art. They consist of illustrations of the anatomy 
of the eye, chietly microscopical, and are all from drawings by the au- 
thor. Besides these, there are 179 wood engravings scattered through 
the volume, which are beautifully executed, and which are likewise 


244 Bibliographical Notices. 


mostly original. We commend the work in the highest terms to the 
attention of the profession. 


Pathological and Practical Observations on Diseases of the Alimentary 
Canal, esophagus, Stomach, Caecum, and Intestines. By 3. Ha- 
BersHON, M.D., &c. Philadelphia: Blanchard & Lea. 1859. 8vo. 
Pp. 812. 

Ir is a matter of surprise to us that this excellent work should not 
have been earlier republished in this country, two years having elaps- 
ed since its appearance in London. We advise every practising phy- 
sician to obtain a copy of it. It contains a very complete account of 
all the principal diseases of the alimentary canal, written by one whose 
opportunities for the study of these affections has seldom been sur- 
passed, and who has most faithfully availed himself of his advantages. 
We only regret that so valuable a work should not be presented to 
the American public in a more attractive dress. 


Illustrated Catalogue of Surgical Lnstruments and Druggists’ Articles, 

for sale by Copwan & Suvrtierr, 13 Tremont Street, Boston. 

Tuts pamphlet will be found of great convenience to medical men at 
a distance who desire to procure instruments, and who are unable to 
order because they are ignorant of the prices. The contents of the 
catalogue are arranged in alphabetical order, and the price is affixed 
to each article. A short description is appended to the more impor- 
tant instruments, which will enable the physician to select for himself, 
with very little trouble, such as he requires: and scattered through 
the pages are numerous engravings, which will still further aid him 
in his choice. When we say that the catalogue fills 39 pages, some 
idea may be had of the extent of Messrs. Codman & Shurtleff’s as- 
sortment. 


Transactions of the New Hampshire Medical Society, Si.cty-Ninth Anni- 

versary. Manchester (N. II.): 1859. 8vo. Pp. 79. 

Tue published Transactions of the New Hampshire Medical Society 
at the last meeting, consist of the Annual Address, by the President, 
Dr. Noah Martin; an Oration by Dr. William Laighton ; reports of the 
Committees on Practical Medicine and Surgery ; a paper on the Vital 
Statistics of the town of Newport, N. H., for the two years ending 
with January, 1859: a Statement of the Committee on Registration ; 
and a Biographical Sketch of the late Nathan Sanborn, M.D., of Hen- 
niker, N. If. These papers will all repay perusal, and some of them 
are of much value. We are glad to see such an evidence of zeal for 
medical improvement as is shown by the members of the New Hamp- 
shire Medical Society. 


The Physician’s Hand-Book of Practice for 1860. By Wini1am Exner, 
M.D. & Lovts Eusserc, M.D. New York: W. A. Townsend & 
Co. 1860. 


Tuts work, intended to be carried in the pocket, as the physician’s 
companion, will be found to contain a large amount of useful informa- 
tion, and to be of much service as a means of recording his practice 
and treatment. It embraces a synopsis of diseases, their symptoms 
and treatment, a list of the materia medica, one of incompatibles, of 
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poisons and their antidotes, rules for the diagnostic examination of the 
urine, and various other matters. The latter half of the book consists 
of blank pages, arranged for recording cases. Its size and form ren- 
der it convenient for daily use. 


Ranking’s Half Yearly Abstract. 

We have received from the publishers, Messrs. Lindsay & Blakis- 
ton, the 29th number of this valuable publication, from January to 
July. Weneed hardly remind our readers that it contains the cream 
of all the medical periodical literature for the preceding six months, 
besides valuable reports on the progress of the different departments 
of medical science. When we add that all this may be had for two 
dollars per annum, we think we need say no more. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


BOSTON, OCTOBER 20, 1859. 


Deata or A Patient purtnG THE INHALATION OF Sutpnertc Etner.— 
We are not aware that any case has occurred in which death was 
clearly produced by the inhalation of sulphuric ether. By this we mean, 
that no case has occurred to our knowledge without some lesion be- 
ing found after death sufficient to account for the fatal result. A large 
number of deaths have taken place during the inhalation of chloro- 
form, where the patients were in perfect health before the anesthetic 
was administered, and where no disease was found at the autopsy. 
Indeed, it would seem that death occurs most frequently when chloro- 
form is inhaled for slight operations, such as the extraction of teeth, 
or the avulsion of toe-nails. We do not mean to say that similar re- 
sults may not, in very rare instances, have happened when ether has 
been inhaled, but we have never heard of such, and unless it be shown 
that they are as frequent with ether as with chloroform, the former 
agent must be regarded as safe and the latter as dangerous, 

The following interesting case was reported to the New York Pa- 
thological Society, by Dr. Atoxzo Criark, in whose practice it oecur- 
red. It will be noticed, that apart from the circuinstance that death 
took place while the patient was under the influence of ether, the case 
is of great interest in a physiological point of view, from the coinci- 
dence of a disease in the cerebellum, and a marked peculiarity of the 
movements of the patient. She was a woman, 27 years of age, who 
entered Bellevue Hospital for frequently-recurring attacks of intense 
headache, accompanied with excessive nausea, vomiting and vertigo. 
At times the pain was intense, causing her to scream and to throw her- 
self about. For the last four or five weeks of her life there was a con- 
stant unsteadiness in her gait, and also a marked irregularity in the 
movements of her hands, when engaged in any occupation. She fre- 
quently rolled out of bed, and invariably rolled toward her left side. 
On the morning of her death she would have once or twice rolled out 
upon the floor, had she not been prevented by the other patients near 
her. The general inaccuracy of her movements became much inereas- 
ed during the last week of her life. Double vision was a marked 
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symptom, and the right eye became so much impaired in its vision as 
to be nearly useless. 

The only remedy which relieved her sufferings was the inhalation of 
sulphuric ether, which for this purpose was entirely successful. It 
had been employed three times without any unpleasant eflects, two or 
three ounces having been used each time. On the 25th of April last, 
after she had been three months in the Ilospital, she was suffering in- 
tensely, and ether was administered as before. In a few minutes vol- 
untary respiration ceased, the countenance became slightly livid, the 
pulse rapid, but of tolerable strength. She was immediately carried 
to the window, laid upon the floor, and artificial respiration was kept 
up for seven hours. Other means were used, as dashing hot and cold 
water on the body, electricity, ammonia, and injections of hot brandy 
and water. The pulse remained perceptible for twenty minutes; the 
hue of the countenance improved at first, then became more livid, ane. 
alternated slightly in this way for several hours. At the end of six 
hours, dark blood began to trickle from the mouth and nose; and at 
the end of the time specified, efforts at resuscitation were given up as 
useless. 

At the autopsy, there was found a tumor, occupying the right lobe 
of the cerebellum, three inches in length, two and a half in width, and 
three quarters of an inch in thickness. It was jelly-form in consis- 
tence, semi-transparent, and was composed of a hyaline material, con- 
taining a great abundance of little cells, some of which had nuclei of 
considerable size, and others, smaller nuclei. It was vascular, and re- 
sembled colloid matter as much as anything else. It pressed upon the 
medulla oblongata and the inferior point of the fifth ventricle, upon the 
calamus scriptorius. The blood was everywhere fluid and dark-col- 
ored, and the veins of the head contained a notable quantity of air. 

In the words of Dr. Clark, is this really the first case, or one of the first 
cases of mortal issue from etherization; or did death occur in conse- 
quence of the presence of this tumor, which is in the same position, and 
a great deal larger than in other fatal cases reported; or did the exist- 
ence of this tumor, in the position seen, render it more dangerous to ad- 
minister ether? Itis impossible to decide. In two cases of tumor of the 
cerebellum, which Dr. Clark quoted from the Liverpool Medico-Chirur- 
gical Review, death occurred quite as suddenly as in this instance, and 
he was led to remark that it is probably a more common cause of sud- 
den death than is generally known. Suppose the patient had inhaled 
chloroform, instead of ether : would the advocates of the former anvs- 
thetic generally-attribute the death to the chloroform or to the tumor ? 
We guess the latter. For the facts in the case, we are indebted to the 
New York Monthly Review and Buffalo Journal. 


TREATMENT OF Biripa By Joprxe INsections.—In a former num- 
ber we gave some account of Dr. Bratnarp’s treatment of chronic hy- 
drocephalus, by means of injections containing iodine. In the Chica- 
go Medical Journal for September is an article by Dr. Brainard on the 
subject of the treatment of spina bifida by the same means, from 
which we learn that he has operated five times, and Dr. S. G. Craw- 
ford, under his direction, twice. Of the whole seven cases, five were 
cured of the disease for which they were treated, one of which died 
seven months afterward of chronic hydrocephalus. The subject of 
one of the fatal cases died in six weeks, in a convulsion, which occur- 
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red after the head was noticed to be enlarging, and its bones separat- 
ing. The disease appeared to be nearly, if not quite healed, and the 
hydrocephalus was attributed by Dr. Brainard to closing the opening 
too soon, and to the effects of pressure on the sac. ‘‘ Far from clos- 
ing such an opening,”’ says he, ‘‘ the sac should be punctured if acute 
inflammation results from treatment, and the liquid drawn off.” 

The fluid injected consists of a solution of iodine and iodide of po- 
tassium, in water, the amount varying from one fourth of a grain to 
four grains of iodine, and three times that quantity of the iodide of 
potassium, dissolved in from one drachm to several ounces of water, 
The immediate effect of the operation is pain and some febrile reac- 
tion; and if the quantity injected be large, some symptoms of cere- 
bral compression are apt to occur. After the effect of an injection is 
past, it may be repeated as many times as is necessary, the strength 
of the solution being gradually increased, according to the effect pro- 
duced. The puncture should be made in the sound skin, at the side 
of the tumor, and no more of the fluid of the tumor should be evacu- 
ated than the quantity of injection about to be thrown in. After the 
operation, collodion should be applied, in order to contract the skin, 
and this should be continued for some months after the swelling has 
disappeared. The eflect desired to be produced, according to Dr. 
Brainard, is a deposit of lymph upon the internal surface of the sac, 
and an adhesive inflammation of a moderate degree of intensity in the 
walls of the tumor. 

Although the number of cases reported by Dr. Brainard is small, 
the result must be considered as highly successful, and the profession 
are much indebted to him for his courage and enterprise in putting this 
method of treatment to a practical test. It is true, the majority of 
patients aflected with spina bifida are of such feeble constitution that 
any effort to prolong their lives seems not only hopeless but undesira- 
ble. Still, a certain proportion live to adult age, and enjoy tolerable 
health, and it is reasonable to suppose that if the disease be cured 
early, the original weakness of constitution, of which spina bifida is 
one of the manifestations. can be more successfully combated. In 
conclusion, we must express our regret that these extremely interest- 
ing cases should be so loosely reported ; many important particulars 
being wholly omitted, and the usefulness of the observations is thereby 
considerably impaired. 


Wovnp or tHe Lune ty tHE Case or CHartrs W. Banxs.—We 
have received a note from ‘‘ A Member of the Mass. Med. Society,’’ 
containing additional arguments to show that there was no wound of 
the lung in the case which was printed in our last number. The rea- 
sons which he alleges are extremely plausible, and we only refrain 
from printing them because our space is too limited, and because the 
point is one which would hardly be of general interest to our readers. 


Treatment OF Nasat Potyrvus sy Trnerure or Murtate or Tron.— 
Dr. J. UH. Reeper, of Lacon, Il., reports, in the Chicago Medical Jour- 
nal, two cases of nasal polypus, which he had successfully treated by 
the application of the tincture of muriate of iron, by injections, and 
by means of a bit of sponge. In both cases the disease was removed 
in afew days, it having existed, in the last instance, more than ten 
years, completely obstructing both nostrils. 
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Deatu or Joun Hunter. Messrs. Editors,—A friend has kindly called my 
attention to an error in my mention of John Hunter. I stated that it was at 
Guy’s Hospital he died. I should have said St. George’s Hospital. He never 
had any connection with Guy’s. His portrait by Sir Joshua Reynolds, now fami- 
liar to us by Sharp’s splendid engraving of it (a fine proof copy of which, I am 
glad to say, has been kindly given to the Medical Improvement Society by Dr. J. 
N. Borland), hangs in the room that was the scene of his death. 

Wy. FE. 


Vermont Mepica. Soctrety.—The Annual Meeting of the Vermont Medical 
Society will be holden at Montpelier on Wednesday, Oct. 26th. The meeting 
promises to be unusually large and interesting. Papers from several medical 
gentlemen are expected. Free return railroad tickets will be furnished those in 
attendance. 


GeorGIA DentTAaL Socrery.—We learn from the Macon State Press, that at a 
preliminary meeting held at Macon, Ga., Friday, July Ist, nearly all of the prin- 
cipal towns in the State being represented, a permanent organization was effected 
under the above designation.—Americun Journal of Dental Science. 


THe Net.LeyY Hosprirat, says the London Lancet, is approaching completion. 
It is as large as the Crystal Palace, and six times as large as Guy's Hospital. It 
will accommodate between 1000 and 2000 patients, and will surpass, in all respects, 
any other institution of the kind in the world. 


New York Opuruatmic introductory to the eighth course 
of lectures for the benefit of the above institution will be delivered at the Hospi- 
tal, No. 6 Stuyvesant Place, near the corner of ‘Third Avenue and Ninth Street, 
October 22d, at 74 o'clock, P.M., by Mark Stephenson, M.D., one of the attend- 
ing surgeons. Subject—** The Pains, Pleasures and Responsibilities incident to 
Professional Life.” 

This institution has been a school of instruction to over 300 medical pupils and 
practitioners, the most of whom have received its ophthalmic diploma, and be- 
tween 7,000 and 8,000 eye patients have been treated at the institution since its 
incorporation. It is open to the poor from all parts of the United States. Dr. 
Stephenson’s Monograph on the Treatment of Cataract is advertised to be for 
sale at the Hospital, the avails of which are given to the institution. 


HEALTH OF THE Crry.—The number of deaths last week was small, and the 
most interesting feature of the mortality is the continuance of smallpox, which 
caused as many deaths as cholera infantum or pneumonia. ‘There was but 1 death 
from dysentery. ‘Ten more females than males died; 26 deaths were of children 
under 5 years, and 23 of adults between 20 and 40. The victims of smallpox 
were three adults and one child, all of whom would probably have been saved by 
vaccination. One female aged 56 died of “consumption.” The total number of 
deaths for the corresponding week of 1858 was 74, of which 21 were from con- 
sumption, 4 from pneumonia, 4 from cholera infantum, 5 from dysentery, and 0 
from smallpox. 


Books and Pamphlets Received. —A System of Dental Surgery. By John Tomes, F.R.S.—A Practical 


Marrirp,—At West Springfield, 12th inst., Stephen W. Bowles, M.D., of Boston, to Elizabeth, only 
daughter of the late Chauncey Belden, M.D., of W. 8. 

Diep,—At Northampton, 11th inst., Elizabeth L. L., wife of Dr. Wm. H. Prince, Superintendent of the 
Insane Hospital, 39. 


Deaths in Boston for the week ending Saturday noon, October 15th, 66. Males, 28—Females, 38.— 
Apoplexy, 2—asthma, 1—inflammation of the bowels, l—inflammation of the brain, 1—congestion of the 
brain, 1—disease of the brain, 1—cancer (of the uterus), J—consumption, 1]—cholera infantum, 4—croup, 
2—debility, 2—diarrhvea, 8—infantile diseases, 5—puerperal disease, 1—dropsy in the head, 2—dysente- 
ry, l—scarlet fever, 1—typhoid fever, 2—disease of the heart, 2—intemperance, 1—inflammation of the 
lungs, 4—congestion of the lungs, 1—marasmus, 2—old age, 1-—palsy, 2—scrofulous inflammation of the 
joints, 1—discase of the spine, l—smallpox, 4—teething, 1—ulceration of the throat, 1—unknown, 3. 

Under 5 years, 26—between 5 and 20 years, 4—between 20 and 40 years, 23—between 40 and 6Q years, 
W—above 60 years, 6. Born in the United States, 45—Ireland, 15—other places, 6. 
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